C & C Press Artists’ Book:  Incognito

Poem by R.C. Bates

Incognito is a C & C Press artists’ book, which was printed letterpress using photopolymer plates in 36 point Sabon on Crane Lettra paper. The book is hand bound using a Japanese stab binding, sewn with linen thread and presented in a hand made drop spine box. An edition of eighty copies was completed in the winter of 2010.

As opposed to previous C & C Press artists’ books, in which all aspects of each publication were content driven, Incognito was driven by the poem’s title. Using black ink, the text was printed on the underside of thin white paper. When folded, both the opacity of the paper and the physical impression left by letterpress allow for a subtle gray text that can be read on the reverse side. Therefore, the text itself is “incognito”.

The beginning line of Incognito, “All because of you old man wise” is a reference to the poet himself.  The line “bitter sweet union” refers to his discontent with Hollywood studio and production companies. “Talking loud and moving in the right direction into the unknown” is a reference to the poet’s personality. In the lines, “Can this be real, this Drunk Monkey On A String? Has this love walked into my life to take me out of the loop? Can I get all of me ready to fly?”, Bates asks, “Is it real, am I going to make it, can I be successful?” The “Drunk Monkey” is a metaphor for his acting career. The “love” he refers to is his passion for acting, and “only in his wildest dreams” is he able to get himself “ready to fly”. 

R.C. (Richard Charles) Bates began his career as an actor and poet in Denver, Colorado. In 1988 he moved from Denver to Hollywood to become “rich and famous”. As an actor he was in more than 400 productions. He performed on stage, television and in movies. In between productions, he wrote poetry and sold it on the streets of Los Angeles. In 2003, Bates was on Sunset Boulevard walking in and out of cafes and coffee shops selling his poetry. It was at Millie’s Restaurant where he sold one of his books to a member of a party that was seated there. A dialogue ensued and he was asked to join the group for an improvisational performance at a local bar in Hollywood. Bates played the role of an old man holding a string with a drunk monkey at the end of it. His character roamed through the audience with the monkey carrying a can, begging for money. He wrote the poem Incognito to commemorate his role in the skit, which was never performed again. 

…it’s not what I leave behind, but what I can’t leave behind that will tell my life story…











   -R.C. Bates


Using the subtleties and nuances of poetry, R.C. Bates found a venue through Incognito for expressing his discontent with Hollywood production companies. And so, “…Incognito was born.”
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